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2.Con. 1. 12: 


= or reiojeiny is this the teftimony of our conſcience, 
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How. It is not my 


which to 
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|<! hole A Sermon Preabedbefore the l 


bones apap. Our reiozcing i thas , the 


eds "-rowg people in the world, 
which are ':the firſh-they reioyce bur it 
| isnotina cogſcience : ina con- 
| ſiencrnteye callir;)bur yet Without a teftorme- 

nie : the third arclike to Paw! and Timathy in this 
place their reioycing is this , the afigbay of 
© Gfrv form 
= fthe former ſort, thereare maulricudes every 

| | where,inenery Kingdome : The world is full of 
Proxi.u, | Solomonsfooliſh reioycers. The ambitioiR min- 
ded man, » wha may tidy be: rclembled vnto the 
empty ballance,that will alwaies be aloft; he reioy- 
ceth in honour, andir is happines to get aduance- 
tre ment, The wile foole, (that is) the rich man,and | 
greedy miſer, whoſe cycsarebliaded with the dult | 
Sfrhnencth, and whogathereth, matter together | 
| with the Phenix to conſume himſelfe; hee ef a;th| 
-nto his foule,Liuear eaſe, ears;Arinke, wry 


* flte with eivin'th | 
_ whchsS #7 tdongue.lt ws | 
J long a voyage forme /to-runneouer the whole 

y- world,and to profecyre patticulats. ln one word, 


& no «+ 


all vngodly men, rei anoony euill, andrake 

great del! bein wi Pro 2.14. Butrhe 

[19y af Re thdbihe of ludas , which 

| made a we nr for 9% em ivell co enter into 
- him, bn. Dice gc wn , faith war ya de- 


: light,not aioy 5 0#1 TIS it is © gandiuns 
-4 | vanitiai OR 5, phe vain and 
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| qe verall Afſembly at Glaſcor, Ls 
| ancropty:ioy, withourall found and ivward com- 
fort: much like the. merry madnefle of drunken 
| men, whoiare very plealant for a time. but recom- 
with loathſomneſie a long while after : 
fachareallthe drunkendelights of the world. Ns- 
| enhrvect.at the firſt, pl in the beginning, | 3.1.20, 
but Aer and ayer bitter at the laſt, loathſome 
aaa; ror 44s Philo Indews calleth 
 thempbirecobecttthings:not much vplike the ioy | 
| | of Darith,aftetbisreturo fromthe (laughter ofthe EY 


| Aazlekites inAiglag whole: wine was mingled 
, math water, whole, wirtb. was turned.into mour- 
ning yvitheheſadcennewes of the death of. Sewl 
| and Jordtheri,. All teioycing Which proccedetly 
not from a good conſcience, is{ ſaith S.Pau/)bug | *£*5-13, 
| the ionoftheface, and yotof the heart; and it © 
permoreconcludesb with chat ſame ſentence of a 
DolrNypm pateroms l:had nor. thought. For as 
true i0y hath bis foundation inthe Center, and is 
{pread fromthe Certeriofthe hroughour all 
the pares ofthe ſaule, by the; ſpirit 340: falſe ioy 
commegtifromthcigneutfer cate , iris: entorced | 
| vponthe dffedtions/by-cxterpall obieRs,ir reſteth 
notin the Center,it is not ſeared inebe beart : And 
therefore though far: a time -it may cheers the | 
;ace,ycrifthe eanſciencehe; bad, ic can never fill 
:thebreaſt. The ioy ofa wicked math, ſaith #b,is.is | rob 20.5, 
inſlar pan3i, like a liule point ge-pricke, Firſt, in / 
relpe&t of a Cirde; a little pgint is many times - 
compaſled with a very greatCirele: ſuch is theioy | 
ofrhe wicked , like apointin a Gizele ,,compaſicd | 
' 3 * rouncy! 
! d/| 


LO 
” ——E —_—— 


? 


"AX 


Pro 14.13- 


KLwdFS.19. 


” | | | 
| F— 


| 


_— 


__ — 


with a thouland cuits. Hermay have 
heaven in his face, but he carrierh 

rhe of tell in his heart. He may have /ere- 
(HOLES of prace in his forchead , buthe 
brareth B «bylon,chat in his ſouke. Se- 
c_—_ maſtar p anddr,in regard of that point or 


rae > wen 


po 
rs very and arr 
thar'of {a , their dayes in 

mrthe Ee nes wink 


hn oats 7 ot m9 , in regavd of che making 
mace with 
I nentn 


e_— ory , an cheer of TEE 


much heauinefſe. To conctudethis 
there is /omir und erin , 
hellſh and guilty conſcience , there 
mor 


making. 


tobe 
ether 


"higheſt cite and 
Goel he ond, yer-le al borkke the 
| ofProcurioes why buedrie bones 


beſmeared with fur, or like to bookes fall 
of bloudy Trepedies. ln whe ofall iolliries, 
the conſcience tierce 06,0 onely 


as the Magician; di gi Dave bien 


_ is here, bur aowkwulaotT 
Got Des et (courgeof God is 
berennd he Dive afirighterhthe ſouls, as Hawr- 


£2 as ball 


mz 


gn ny ears] | 
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hs general Aſembh «t Glaſcee. " 


hel/did the Romans. Haniball ad perias , the Divell 
is at our doores. Let no man BET cOM- 
fort himſelfe in any worldly reigycing, valeſſe 
it be ioyned With the teſtimony of a good con- 


The ſecond kiade of reiaycers reigyce ina con- 
 ſejener, (35 they call it )byt yer wirhout a teftimo- 
nies And as the former ſort axe vngodly and pro- 
phane, ſothele are Nening alga craſs 
- ence they (ay,doth guide and admoniſh them, Of 


of $, Pan; company , the beſt kinde of reioycers, 
nor yer vere that ſound apd ſweets comfort, 
which wee ovghe toecke ny thc wag, 
quay 144 dforrims , they arc better then the ſor- 
mer , which moke 3 Ship-wracke of conſcience, 
and are the wort of all: thole bavetheir condci- 
wm (fp, cen molt fearefull and 
jlamentable Theſe hane them polluted aod trov- 
bled, ſomaimes perhappes like the raging Sea, 
whichconorreflavhep waters calt vp myre and 
| dirtblinded in aheir voderftandings, anderrone- 
ous in their-wils - and therefore as S. James ſpea- 
keth,vaſtable in all their-wayes. 1 doe not deriic 
rn menotnneiaygens 

YL 


ee ee 


———— 


| 


_— ><a AOabE-Atnotts os, 


Tis 4. 
Tit.1.19, 
E/4).47.30. 


jJam.1.8; 


—__.ÞJAith 


R— —__ 


em EE NT Open = III. AH — 


Mai 6.13. 


Prectgt, 


, | worketh 


Trkookon while imo theaauſeys 
[cience,the betrer ro tudge 
reioycing, - The firſt caufe ofderoek Ienorawers 
and of this ranke are fly and {imple men, who 
| out of ignorance and ke , bcing deluded 
then\{clues,otby yothers,do 


for bad, which arc 00d are goon pane for gone, 
rv ' 


ahichdeceigettrheiwoubes 

ndcalettngr wi willes forto (inne. 

Tertullian, ſingeleris Uacerns 
tur, Bleare-eyed men fpie trwo © 
 thereisbur one. mg nſi_ns 
eyed ; yea, ſometimes ſtone blinde, 

y diſcerne aright : indchelogoſchels; it is 
kr amentthe walkerh in a darke andclou- 
die night, who knowerh not whither he wande- 
reth,full of errour,of ,ot darkeneſle : for 
if the vnderſtandi ing (thelighe of 3 man be dark- 
ned how rears thr darknes? tis our Sayjour | 
char ; putreth thequeſtion,as a darknes fitrer 
; to be admired,then cafic to beeiteemed. The fe- 
| cond cauſe oferrour in Conſcicme is Pride , which 
in thoſe "who; eotho'w! cman 
| ſpeakerh, do ene ofthe fruirof theit own 
| | andarefilled with thei ownedeuiees. Oihas res 
| ſordigs eit faith Sencea, trite & unlgari via vinere, 
| ynto whom the olde way of the world, 


| | lo genecally followed of all ,is cicher accounted. 


| none or nothing worth. Irivr by the Po- 
et of Chiron,a mew tangled tellow,that he was wea- 
ric ofimmorrality,and wiſhed to die. The _Hhe- 


many 
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generall Aſſembly of Glaſeoe. 
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#ians having their fill of new wines, for noueltics 
lake, faith Platerch , would needes drinke oyles. 
Zemxes , as Plinie relaterh, would nor willingly 


_=_ any common picture but Crmteares and de- 


ormed Monſters: fuch giddy men are there in 
Gods Church,juſt of the ſtampe of theſe,qu/ ex re- 
bus nowuis claritatem fame venantar , faith Gregory, 
who take delight by their mif ſhapen opinions, a- 
the vulgar fort ro magmifie themaſelues. 
ce are atly puffed vp with a ſwelling joy, 
bur yet withour true ſubſtance, like rotheir proud 
CONE peruerſe wils, andtheir miſ- 
i jiences. Thethird cauſe of error 
is inordinate affeion , euidently ſeene in thoſe 
who yeeldeto their owne deſires, andare there- 
fore men of a large and a — conſeience, 
having their iudgemenes periſhed with a longing 
appetite, becauſe as Semers faith trucly , perit omne 
Indiciam cum res Tranſit in affetlum ; when any 
thing is ſeated in the Pange and heat of affeQion, | 
thei ing that matter , wharſoe- 
ueritbe is verer] treayel Theſe thinke it a part 4. 
of good ſervice doneto God, a meere caſe of con- | 
ſcience to follow ſo farre the ſway of their vabrid. 
led affeAions,as eyther with Ses/ in the olde Te- 
ſtament, to kill the Propherr , becauſe hee hated 
themzor with ?aw/ in the new Teſtament, ro make 
CT Church of Chrift _ vnto 
ewes. manyſ according to their ſeuerall 
defires)eranſported with paſſion,and hauing their 
conſienecs and affeQions of equal breadth, grow 
B pre- , 


Odai,5.26, 


Lake 34, | 


; A Sermon Preached before the 


| now enquire whaz this teſtimony. of conlcience 


ta very looſe reioycing, The laſt cauſe 
ofcrrour is fearefulneſle of minde , which contra. 
Qeth theſouleto an ouer-narrow,and too (trit a 
ſcantling ; entertayning cauſe of-feare where no 
feare is. Incident vnto this errour are men of 
perplexed mindes , trembling at aſhaddow, and 
wounding their ſoules with ſtrawes. Vnto whom 
| may fitly ſpeake,as Chriſt did once to his , Why 
are yeo tearcfull,O ye oftirtle faith? The aunci- 


vnto themthey ſtarr at it as at an _Hſrican Mon: 


Theſe abridgethemſelue in many things of Chri- 
ſtian liberty.cheir feare cauſerh-miſconſtruQion, 
and their conſciences beipg ful of cowardiſe,their 
ioy is like vnto them, alwayes pinching, and joy- 
ned with perplexity. To conclude this point al- 
ſo,that heavenly conſolation which S. Pas! felt, 
and which euery one of vs is bound to fecke after, 


concerning Chriſt , Why ſecke you the living a- 
mong the dead? a living ioy in a dying;-Conſcience? 
Now eſt cit is not here. But, our reigycing,ſaith 
the Apoſtle, is this, the rcſtimony of aur conſci- 
ence Sith then this vnſpeakeable ioy of heart can- 
not be had, but where there is a teltimony,ler vs 


preſumptuous in their ations ; and being decei- 
ued _ fattery of their owne hearts, havea | 
large 


ent & reverend name of a Biſhop is as a skarebug |. 
fter,newly preſented vnto the view of the world. |' 


it is not to be found in an ignorant, aperverſe,a | 
preſumptuous,aperplexed conſcience : we may | 
lay of all rheſe, a4 the Angelrſaid to the women | 


ſhould }, 
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| they be duly qualified. The Ciar/sar tellerh vs,cthar' 
wad B 2 


| vato him: abone man, and therefore hath ir 2 po- 


th. 


grwerall Aſſembly ad Glaſcoe. 


| ſhould be,which is chus requiſteto a ſound and a 


hearry ioy. 

Conſcience by Dinines is defined-to be a know- 
ledge io with a knowledge 3 whereby we 
know What we know, and vaderſtand that otour 


ſelues which God knowerth of vs.By naturall con- 
God,and therefore doth ic-veelde all fubiction 


werouer him,to accuſe or excuſe him, to fill him 
full offorrow,or exceeding ioy, In the exerciſing 
of which power, it victha teſtimony. Now cuen 
in the-Civill.Law we are forbidden to admir of c- 
uery kind of Teftimony promſcually. Vox vnins, 
ett vox nallices,faich Baldus,one witnelle is no wit- 
nefle./nrteſti ne Catoni quidem credendum ct Aaith 
Hierome,lt Cato himſclfe ſhauld ſpeake alone,who 
forhis integrity was feigned by the Poet /avena 
to come down from heauen(Tertius deCels cocidit 
Cato)he were not aloneto bee belecued. In the 
mouth of two or three witnelles ſhall euery word 

ſtand, DVexa19.v.15. Firſt then,in the cauſe of con- 
ſcience eſpecially , there is requireda competent 
number, which muſt make a teftimony. T 

one apple be enough to manifeſt thelife ofa ree, 

yet doth not one Swallow make a Summer, ney- 


ditionit-is placed berwixt m4n and God: vnder | 


L 


ther is one good motion of the minde {though ir 
be of grace able to giue vnto vs a ſound a of 
ioy. And _—_— of witnefles muſt concurre 
ro make ateſtimony,ſo againe is it needetull char 


vntro 


. 
——_ —_—_— 
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| goodchoyce 


vnto lufficient witnelles, theſe things are re- 

quired: . 

ay rm fare re 
ſta r. 


fach are to be obſcrued in euery witnes. Aud as 
ought ro be made in any caſe in the 
world, then in this of conſcience puncipally, no 
one thing being of greater uenceinthe life 
of inan,and wherunto(as Ba/dw ſpeaketh of Wils 
and Teſtaments }there may ſoone be admitred,v1- 
tium imnu!{ebile , alecret and a hidden errour. Here 
then at once are excluded, as inſufficient in the 
C out of Conſcience for the d1{patch of this office, 


cluſions which are onely probable and conicu- 
rall; for theſe arechildiſh andin their nonage. A- 
gaine, therebcllious and vnbridled aftcionyof 
the heart , which by their condition are no free- 

men,but.in bondage vnto reaſon, arelike Knights 
of the poſt, which abuſe the Court z and therefore 
| good reaſon is there , that when they be too for- 


would become mica Curie, abufic informer in 
the Court of Conference,truſt her not, ſhe is as /n- 
{ormers are, corrupt and infamous. It Choler be 
ſtirring,followir nor , it is but a madde and. bed- 
lampaſhon,like furious zcale without diſcretion, 
and yiveno fitteſtimony for a reioycing conlci- 
ence. Lour,hets mice, and the reſt; are wo- 
"manni(h and vnfaithfull: and he that rruſteth bis 


ward they ſhould bee reieQted. If Concmpiſcence | 


— 


all opinions and variable conceits of men, al cons | 
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reverall Aſembly Glaſcoe. 


owne heart is not wiſe. Pros. 28. ver. 26. Abraham 
begat //axc when as Sar was olde ; the ſpirit be- 
joy, when the affections are the weakeſt. 
Therteſtimony of our Conſcience mult be of good 
yeares,free, fairhfull, diſcreet, cuermore 
| toyned with verity, iudgement,and iuſtice, as Hie- 
romeoblerueth vpon the fourth Chapter of /ere- 
mie. Ifalltheſe then be inſufficient and decceit- 
full,whicberſhall we turne vs to ger this able te: 
ſtmony? 
Damaſcene in his Logique, aſcribeth this duery 
coknowledge in the v ing z which then 
itrightly performerh , when as cuery thought 13 


ſubdued vmto it. 2.Cor.10-ver.5, It 1s an vncon- 
troulcable Axiome,both in Philoſophy and Diurns- 
tiethat there is nulla or dinats attio que proficiſcitur 
4voluntate in intellefum, that there 1s no ation 
| wel ordered which commerh from the will,to the 
vnderſtanding, but rhe vnderſtanding muſt firſt 
beget ir,and then the will bring ict forth : he thar 
will ſingin the ſpiric , mult firſt baue his vnder- 
ſtanding tuned. Sing prayſes vnto God, ſaith Da- 
wid, cuery one that hath vnderſtanding, lc is a 


ſpeechthat ſauoureth of me lay thar 
a man hath more conſcience then ic 
contrary is too often true; mare ſcience then con- 


cluding knowledge, which. dowh ceceilarily im- 
pou a precedenc vnderftanding, There mutt be il- 
u 


brought into obedience, and all imaginations are | 


tence; the | 


ſcience : for Conſerentia is concludensſtienttt,a con. | 


mination in the braine l;ght mihe head; before |. / 
þ 3 3 there 


Pſal. 47.7. 
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We hauca threefold ignorance, in ſtead of our 


knowledge. 1 


there can be /ant7ficatien in the will, true heate ity 
the hearx; and if there be no proportion berwixt 
heat and light, theouerplus of heate which is in 
many is bur 3gnis fatwws,a foolilh fire. John BaptiHt 
is calleda burning anda ſhinizg light , firſt bur-| 
ning,thea-(ſhining :1tis true, it he be conſidered 
with-reſpect vnto others; bur rake him in himſelfe 


alone,then was he Lacens, & ardens , firlt enlight-] 


ned,then enflamed. Lucere verum , ardere parum, 
[ucere & ardere perfettum, ſaith S, Bernard.*God | 
alwayes —_— to renuea manin his vnder- 
handing: that which by our fall was firſt corrup- 
ted,is:firſt repaired. The vnderſtanding was firſt 
blinded by the Serpents ſubtlery , andtheredoth / 
Godbeginne to worke euery good ation, And 
therefore it is not will, affeion, conieRure, opi- 
nion,or.anyinferior power ofthe ſoule,but know-. 
ledge in the mind that muſt yeeld ateftimony to a 
reioycing conſcience. 'And yet not all kinde of 
knowledge : nor narurall ; for then might the 
Pagan or Heathen man —_— z not Legalls 
for then wero there: ioy in the'bare killing letter 
of the Law: but Evangelical, begotten invs by 
theſpirite of Go'y , andſownein-our hearts by 
the preaching of his Worde. True it is that by 


our creation wee had a rhree-folde knowledge, | 


which was moſt excellent: 'firft,, of all things cre- 
ated : ſecondly , of our Creatour : thirdly, of 
our ſelnes, Bur by our traaſgreſsion 'we are be-- 
come like brute beaſts ;,voyde of vnderſtanding, 


ASermon Preachetl before the [ 
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| general! Aſſembly «t Glaſcoe. 
| [knowledge. Firſt, of allchings createdzSecond- 


| y , of God : Thirdly, .of our ſelves, Hence is it 
that ſinnes are ſaid by S. Avgaſiine to be the ſoules 

| darkneſſe; that Gregory calleth aftendors fooles, 
' | and 8.?au/the wiſcdame of the world, enmity vn- 
: | ro God. The Mappe of the whole world, is witti- 
ly compriſedia the compaſle of a fooles hood,and 
| Noſce teipſum in the front thereof; which may 
ſerue to tell vs, what naturally we are.. Thoſe 4: 


| 

| | nemdiefayientie, as Tertullan tileth- the Philoſa 
| | phers, [thoſe profound. wizards of the world, 
| | though they had a flender gheſle, that Minerus 
| ſhould come from the head of upiter , true wiſe- | 
| | dmefrom God yer they feigned ber to bea Vir- 


| gin,vaknowen of max. Socrates who waseſteemed 

| | thewiſeſtamongſt them, .conlefled of himlelte, 

; ] thatheknew nothingat all, Many. were of opi- | 

1 [ nionythatall things are but opinions, Thus cuen 

} | innaturall things, are we. ignorant in ourknows |' 
ledge, not much vnlike a ſmoaking fornace,which-| 

| | voidethvp plenty of fume, yet is yoide of light; 

yea our fooliſh hearts are full of darkneſle., Rom. 1. 

7 | veri21, As therefore in certaine Cities among 

2 | the lewes'/ as Philoreporreth ) it was not permit-, 

| tedto a man of a Gelons like , roput vp his pe- 

tition to the Senate by.huvſelfe , but was co moue 

' | by another, whole life , and.fame, was neuer 1m- 

! | peached; ſoſtandeth the caſe withour vnderſtan- 

cing: Naturally itis out.of:emper, and dehiled:; 

1 | and therefore-in the delivery of this teſtimony a 


| may not{peake, but by prox/e (whois vpright and. 
: Nis m- 
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| the excuſing ſenſe of his ſoule, in regard of God, 


" A'Sermon preached before the 


incortupt) euen the Spiriz of God, ſpeaking by the 
wordof God: The conſcience muſt beare me wit- 
neſſe by the ſpiric ſaith S. Paul. Rome 9. verſ.1. and 
then let iudgement, and will, and affetions con- 
curre, we are fure to hauc a rrue teſtimony , and a 
reioycing conſcience': when as the Spirit of God 
doth reſtific vnto our ſpirits,that we are Saints and 


Sonnes of God. Rom. $8.wverſ. 16. And noware| | 


we come to that , which was $S. Paw{ct reioycing, 
not in any worldly or outward things : nor yetin 
an erroneous, or milinformedconſcience; but in 


and in the integrity of his heart, in re{peCt of man, 


:ſcdome did guide him , and therefore he walked | | 


buldly;the ſpiric did beare him witneſle,and there- 
fore hereioycedrruly z he built vp a Conſiſtory in 
his ſoule with judgement, cleanſed it with repen-' 


rance,and it with louc,and forcioycecd in | | 
the teſtimony'of his eonſcience, This kinde of | | 
Conſet | 


REG 1. Tim. 2. is called a goodconſcience, 
and inthe ſecond to Tim.1.a pure conſcience: not 
becauſe it is free from the ſtaine ph inal [inne, 


for it is a certaine truth which $S. etteth 
downe in the thirteenth Chapter of his Exchirids- 
on: Malum «ft quod bonum, or bonum quod malum, 
That in this world we haue good man with? 
our euill, and euill wich our good. Welſcein part, 
we know in part ,. and our Conſcience is i 


yer , and pure, being neither iuſtly accuſed ; 


fort which are paſt, nor vniuſily delighted 
with things which are preſent. Bones , ordinatione 


| 


_ 
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| affedtionir, pure exclufione crinzimis : bona, fine dupli- 


citabe inc ntionis, pur , ſine remorſione verms (23 2 


| Schookeman fpeaketh ) This kinde of Conſcience 


among the ancient Fathers , hath honorablctitles 
giuen vnto it, they callit afield of blefedneſſz , a 
| garden of delight, rhe ioy of Angels, the houſe of 

the holy Ghoſt, andthe Paradiſe ot the Sow/e, The 
ioy that loweth from ir, 1 S.Bernard)a lett- 
| 7/4, thatis, a/atitis, aſurpaſſing ioy, which maketh 
a mans heart farre wider then his mouth. Chilor, 

Sophocles,and Dieny/iue, died vpon a ſodaine (ſaith 
| Plimic ) with a greatneſle of ioy , yet was my 
but a uk dee in copariſon of the good, 
and pure joy of an honeſt conſcience. This 1s no 
light, nor loude Jaughter, res ſevera cf,verum gau- 
Arun , & MAXIMUM aliquando » CUM Parun uidetwr 
blandum. True ioy is ſober,and ſeaſoned with gra- 
uity, and then many rimes at the higheſt, when he 
that feelcth it, ſeemechto be at the loweſt. Wine 


middeſt of mirth, there may be ſadneſle in the 


be ioy in the conſcience. Paaitens ſemper dotet : 


reroycing. $0 as a good conſcience,euen in mour- 
ning rctoyceth: all the ſorrowes in the world ean- 
not make it wholly ſadde : yeaſuchis the force of | 
it, as it tu:ncth /orrow and bitrernefſe into joy : 


————_ 


Yee (hall forrow(faith our Sau/our to his diſciples) 
but |. 


may make a man haue 2 _ heart, yetin the | 


conſcience. Sinne may make a man have a heauy 


heart, yet in the middeſt ofheauineſle, there may | 


there is the houle of Mournine ; &f de dolore fem: | 
per gand-t (faith S._duzuſline ) here is the houſe of 


Fol 16, 10, ; 
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Job x7.6, 


Prowerh, 15- 


| axiekai 


| 


bur your ſorrow (hall be turned into ivy. Homers ; 
N gpemthes was {aid to baue afſpeciall forcein it, to | 
rake griefe away,butit had not the power-toturne | 
icte into ioy. Whereas lo many Croſſes, were 
lo many conſolations vnto Chriſts Apoſties, They | 
tri in their affliions, for that they were | 
thought worthy to ſuffer them for their Maſters 
ſake. This made poore 1ob ( 2s Augaſtine ſpeaketh | 
of hin) more happy i» flercore, on the top of a 
dunghill: then Azem was i wemore , in the mid- | 
deſt of Paradiſe : becauſe (as himſclfe ſaith } his 
heart did not reproue him all his dayes. And 
wheras the pleaſure of the world turned Lots wile 
into a pillar of S«/t, the delight of conſcience tur- | 
neth the pillar of Salt ipto Lots wite : ſo that Lot 
for aſalr pillar ſhall haue a ſweer wife: for his grea- 
reſt ry/ yp excecding comftore. Salomon could 
not well tell , what better ro compare this conſcr- | 
ence vnto, thento a feaſt. A good Cenſcience (lairh | 
he) is a continuall feaſt:whar is. more pleaſant,and 
more abounding in mirth then a ſolemne feaſt ? 
how can we celebrate the remembrarce of any 
thing berter, then by a feaſt ? Pharao and Herod vp- 
pon their birth-dayes., could make bur a fealt. 
Ahaſuerws ſhewed all his royaltic by feaſting his 
Princes and Nobles of his Prouinces. SodidCe- | 
ſar after his triumphs : who is ſaid by Platarch,, to | 
haue faſted the Romans, at two andtwenty thow- | 
ſandtables. And how doth the Churchot Chriſt 
lolemnizecher Memorials , of the infinite mercies 
of God beſtowed vpon her , (as of the Birth, Re- 


ſarrettion, 
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ſurretion, Aſcenſion , &c. of teſus Chriſt, but by 
her ſolemneteaſts? A good Conſcience is a good 
eaſt. The gueſts arethe Trinity , Father , Sonne, 
and holy Ghoſt : The Miniſters arc the Angels: che 
cheare, mcate, and wine , (the word aud Sacra- 
mens} Pronerb. g. The Muſique gaudium Spiritus 
[antts, rhetoy and of the holy Ghoſt. © feſlws 
es hominis , b\efled feſtivall day. Bur what ra)ke 
I ofa Gay? ix is continuall. Adonziah made a teaſt, 
but when Ss/omon Was proclaimed King , he was 
daunted vpon that ſodaine newes. Bellnzay tea- 
ited and carouſcd luſtily ; but when he faw the 
Palme of the band,that wrot vyponthe wall, M av, 
Mene, 1 hel, F pho for, his ioynts were lootened, 
and his knees ſmort rogerher. The feaſt of Ahaſae- 
rus laſted but a hundred and fourefcore dayes. Sed 
vis (emper epmlars., os runguen 1riflis eſſe? or (as 
| Senees faith) wile throu wurne the whole yeare into 
December ? keepea continvalifeaſt , and ever bee 
merry? Walke then worthy ofthy vocationgwher- 
vatethou art called, keepe a conſcience to- 
wards God, andvnblameable before men. For a 
good conſcience is a contimuall feaſt, The meate 
periſheth nor, and the bread is the bread of life. Ex 
tawto amplis efuritur quanto amplins comeditar : 
themore wecate , the more we may. The joy is 
ewerlafting,and neuer (hal any depriue vs thereot- 
| Et baie (0mpar ate, OM INCUN MIDAS PHETOY eſt , ons 

, Aolor, ome dulce amarum, laith S Bernard: 
Itisa joy alone, all comparifors. The Pro 
pet Eſay relembleth ic ro theioy of harueſt, and ro 
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Exod. 15. 


Pſal. 33+ 


be neither ſuppreſſed nor expreſſed: or 
ifiemaybe voce rant ww exprimatur + fot 
| verbia wow cetar : It is a rauiſhing ioy , which 


the reioycing of men, that divide the : (poile. In- 
deede a husbandman hauing (after much toile and 
trauaile) iong liuedin apoio ſecing 2 good- | 
ly crop, white vnto the harucſt, cuts downe his | 
corac, bindech it vp in ſheaves, andbringerhir 
home with4ignes, and ſongs, and ſhovrtes of ioy. * 
When the <Afgypriams were ouerthrowen in the : 
red ſea, then ſang Adeſes andthechildren of [ſr et: * 
Miriam allo _ a Timbrellinher hand, and all 
the women came out after her with Tumbrels and 
daunces: there was a generall joy, for a generall 
deliuerance:and yet for all that noſpoile divided: 
buc when *bloudybattalle is ute, o the victory 
obtained, the <itty entred, the houſes rifled, the 
_ pollefſed = enimy vanquiſhed, O then 
foule thou haſt marched valiantly, the heart 
ed with gladneſlc, andrhe mouth with 
—_ regen doth ring with the ſound of war- 
like melodic. Theſe bee ſomeſhadowes of the 
ioyes of a good conſcience : but the ſubſtance is 
nothing neare exprefied. Dazid ſerteth downe 
three degrees of this $ ritual joy . The _ is 
( gauaete) reioyce: the ſecond (exultate) I 
leapetorioy : thethird is (isbilate) a word that 
commeth of 7obe/, which fignificth the confuſed 
noile of Cornets , or Reammes horwes , made inthe 
yeare of /ubilee. And this is ſuch a kinde of joy 
ns Gregory)quod nec ſupprimatur nec exprimarur: 


may 
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may breake forth out ofthe mouth in a confuſed 
noiſe, yer is not the mouth ableto expreſle rhar, 
which the heart conceiuerh. What ſhould I fay 
more? Putall the ioyes of the world together, 
and they are not able to counteruaile a reioycing 
Conſcience: O bleſled Pau! then, and moſt happy 
men and women are thoſe, whoſe reioycing is 
this,the teſtimony of their conſcienee. 
Rn _ which I raiſe from hence are 
enerall)tor our inſtruftion , part! 
Ef: he preſent occaſion. prey (perk 


exceis znot a ſorrowing conſcience, or one 
that tortureth the ſoule,and teareth the hart 
inpieces,proceeding from the ſenſe of finne, and 
rehenſion ofthe heauy wrath of God agaioſt 


FE: hereby we learne what a good Conſcs- 


cleereconſcienceis a ggod conſcience, which is , 
not hindered from reioycing. The conſcience 
whichaccuſeth may bce many times, and is in 
Gods children, a ſtep vnto that which abſolucth 
and feelethioy ; but wherethere is a ſorrow for 
ſinne without hope of grace , wherethere is a kil. 
ling by the olde man,and not a quickening by the 
new;if we feele the ſentence of death in our ſoules 
and not of life in our Sauior : alrhoogh we ſhould 
recount vnto God all our finnes over , andouer | 


AF.24.16, 
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mouzne like Oftriches(as the Prophet Micah (p-a- 
keth)yer baue we bur that part of conſc/erce which 
even the wicked and ann vols haue. Carne Saul, 
ludu were greatly gricued for their ſwines. Eſa 
lift vp his voyce "= wept _ , ya covld he 
fad no place of repentauce,and ſo by conſequent 
for peace of Conſcence, though he ſought ir with 
reares. The good conſcience then exculeth,abfol- 
ucth, reioyceth , and the Saints in heauen follow 
the Lambe , not in blackebutin white roabes : | 
the beſt men are no mourners, but reioycers ; Re- 
toxce alwayes { ſaith S. Paul to the Theſſa/ontans, 
andto the Philipprans ) Reioyce in the Lord al- 
waies,and againc I ſay reioyce. | 
Secondly , hcnce wee are taught that it is nor 

lawtull ro kcepe our coulciencesto our felues,bur 
we muſt retoyce or glory in them for fo the word 
ſigaihetb.. S. Pauls con{cience did appeare by his 
| glorying in it, fam debct ofſe e144 plenituda, ot coma- 
nct ab animo in habvitum, vt eruttet t con/cientia, in 
ſaper fictem,as Tertullan writeth of the modeſty of 
« omen, it ought ro appeare in outward bchaui- 

our, Away thea with all cloſe and lurking confci- 

ences,of which there is no certainty to what way 

they encline.Conſcientis prod re wilt & conſicr. Fe 

is not afraid of the light , it loverh to be ſcene, 

like Draſs the Romae, who had his houſe full of 
| windows ,that all men might behold his conver- 

lation: neither is it improbable, but hethat had 


we. Ml 4... 4 
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leenc S.Pau! whenhe wrote this verſe, (Our glory- 


though wee ſhould lament like Dragons , and | 
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ang ivbis , the teſtimony of our conſeienc: ) ſhould 


haue perceived the ioy of his heart, cuen in his 
cheerefull countenance. For a ioytull heart ma- 


| ketha cheercfull countenance, Pr9.15.ver.1 3. 


Thirdly, we may hence learne what a wofull 
caſcall Heretickes, Hypocrires, Schifmaticks,and 
ignorant men and women arcin, whole know- 
ledge is peruerted,and wholiuein errour. They 
want the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
therefore a Chriſtian ioy z Þr there is no true te- 
ſtimony where there is no truc knowledge, no 


| crue knowledge vnlefle the foule be illuminated 


by the ſpirit , no true illumination vnlefle it be 
guided by the word : thefe cherefore hauing ney- 
ther knowledge to leate them, nor the ſpirit to 
pe. 6" them, nor the word to dire them, are 
voyde ofa true.teſtimony , and ſo of areioycing 
conſcience, This ought to ſticre vp all, with all di- 
ligence topray for £ ſpirit , to ſecke after the 
word vfknowledge,tofſay vnto it as Elſbs ſaid to 
El: .,l will not forſake thee; to meditate in it day 
and night. The voyce of wiſcdome hathſounded 
in = whe forthe ſpace of many yeares toge- 
ther. And Lord we beſeech rhee to defend the 
Defender of the faith,ghat by his religious careher 
voyce may long be heard amongſt vs. It the Z5- 
a roareth,all the beaſtes of the Forreſt do trem- 
ble andquake : and ſhall the Low of the tribe of 1n- 
4th (delmer his word ) ? the Lion of the royal 
Tribe both of England and Scot/end, both loue 
and cherifh the word ? Shall wifedome daily cric 
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the mother of this Word went vnto /obs 


] bones, (You driebones beare the word of the Lora) the 
drie bones heardit,and ranne together;andat the 
| end ofthe worldthe dead ſhall obey it, andriſe 
| ondatthet graues; Olet ys not be worſe then 
Babes in the wombe, then bones vpon the carth, 
then the dead in the graves. It is the power of 
God vnto ſaluation ; ic giueth an inheritance 
with the Saints ; 1t maketha man wile vnto eter- 


ground of all crue ioy..Let vs take heed we be not 
now proficientes, children mn vnder{tanding , ever 
learning and neuer the Wiles; thoſe that intend 
truely rorcioyce, |ctthem looke inte it, for wee 
can neither haue a good conſcience without the 
of the dodtrine of faith, nor yet keepe 
the dofrine of faith without a good Conſcrexce. 


. Particular daftrine w/pon the preſent occaſion. 
Ri: Honour ible , right Reverend, and my 
Scorland,artend I pray with patience: So 
itis(as you hauc heard) that there is no true ioy 


, 


{ of conſcicnce,without a ſvfticient teſtimony, no 


ſufficient reſtimony without genes know- 
!edge, no knowledgewithour illumination from 
the ſpirit and from the word, This then ought 


to 
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out vnta vs, andnot be re; dedofvet When as 
4 arty aoufrl | 

| mother, John did skip in his mothers wombe for 

| ioy z when the Prophet propheſied to the drie | 


nall life ; it reQificth the conſcience ; it is the } 


beloucd brethren of this Kingdoine of 


If 
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toceach youthatas all rimes, and inall your ati, 
onszſo moſt eſpecially at this time, and in this 
great Aﬀſembly ; where there is a generall mce- 
ting forthe good of Gods Church; deeply to ad- 


youPCanſcience, that the end of luch a folemne 
ation, may bea lound re/oxcing. Conſult nor (I 
beſeechyou ) with opinion, imbrace not Conre- 
fares;follow not affection, letnor vill beare the 
(waye ; your /owe , your deſires, your ze4'e, your 
hatred,and ſuch like paſſions of the minde Cbduc 
them vntores/ox , and there is no doubt, bur as 
youhawwe made a holy beginning ; lo the conclu- 
lion will be with much reroy:ing. Bur if opinion 
ſhould proue hcad-ſtrong, it convedtures ſhould go 
for proote,ut fieriezeale,and blind: affe :0n ſhould 
diſpute the cauſe ; if you wil retaine (this )becauſe 
you defire it,or reief(zhat) becauſe you hate ity, if 
raſbzeſſe ſhould be thought reſolution, andfatti- 
on wiledome, (which God be thanked we hauc 
no cauſeto ſuſpe,excepting in ſome few,more 


uiſc,and ſeriouſly to looke vmo theceltimonies of | 


weake then wiltull) : ſurely (my Belovea) the iſſue 
ofſuch a meeting,could bur be a cauſe of farcher 
ſorrow. For according to the errour of the mind, | 


| good things will ſceme to be bad, and bad things 
to bee good ; yea, you will ( as Efcy complay- | #7529. 


neth){pecake good ofcuill , and cuill of good , pur 
darkenefle for light, and light for darkenefle, pur 
bitter for ſwect,and ſweete tor ſowre,and lo come 


wirhin that cenſure of God , which he pronoun- 
ced againſt the J/raclztes for coating vpor the 
| D 


worke 
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worke of their owne hands : Thi people 
redall. To inſtance in foure particulars , vato 
which I am confined. 

What is more amiable then Order? the Au- 
thor whereot is the God of beauty,who hath cre- 
ated euery thing in number, weight, and meaſure. 
Wiſdome.1 Lover, 17.Or as immgreſſus eft cum Creaturis, 
ſaith N azianzenc, Order is as 0ldeas the world it 
ſelfe. We finde it inthe _Logels , we may beholde 
it in the heauens, one higher , another /ower , one 
greater,another leſſer: we ſec it in the carth, in 
reaſonable ereatures,in vnreaſonable, in ſen/itrze, 
in ſenſeleflc,in naturall andin civill ations. And 
therefore hath God much more beaurified his 
Church ; hath he preſcribed order vnto ir? We may 
in no caſe ſuppoſe,that he hath left it as monflrow 
body,withour ſhape,or as the ancient Chaos, with- 
out forme; or as the ſtate of the N omades, without 

ouernment;no, burhe hath made it moſt lovely, 
both in whole,and in parts, as the world well cre- 
ared,as a Citic wel ordered, as a Ship welguided, 
as a Cimball w2l tuned ; not onely Domus Szpicn- 
tie (as: AvR/nſaith) the houſe of wiſedome, bnt 
Domus ordinis, the houſe of order alſo. A Com- 
mon-wealth is firly reſembled to the body of a 
manzand were it not a madde hearing ( trow 
| you)ifthe feere ſhould ſay to the head, wee will 
weare the hatte >ifthe knees ſhould ſtrive to car- 
ry the eyes? or ifthe ſhoulders ſhould claime each 
of them an care? Bur if it were fo indeede, what a 
miſ-ſhapen body would this be? Euen ſuch a one 
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as might well be wiſhed to the diſturbers of a 


| Kingdome, Wherefore as in a ciuill gouernment, 


the hancs muſtbe content, that the teer do go,rhe 
teech well pleaſed,the rongue tel the whole tale ; 
as the cares muſt not defire to ſee, nor the eyes to 
hearez as euery man mult walke as God hath ap- 
pointed him; ſo muſt it bee in the Church of God , 
where ſome are eyes, lome cares,lome head,fome 
feegſome muſt be high,ſome low,ſome rule,ſom 
obey. This comelineſle of order is the beauty of 
Gods Charch,for beauty is the daughter of ordey , 
the yo: ſcene /» more admired; & order is the 
well dilj of equall and nequall thing; Behold 
then(my beloued che bears, pr. , if ir be 
not reſtrained, Who would imagine that Order 
could be diſtaſtefull vato any? ſecing it commerh 
from God, is ſeene in euery creature, and is the 
mother of all beauty in them,attended vpon with 
nfinit bleſſings; yet ſuch is the poyſon which pro- 
ceeds fro affetion, when it is notruled: as permit 
it once to giue the teſtimony vnto conſcience,and 
it wil couls men to cſteeme it as a /ubile of ioy vn- 
rothem,to oppoſe and withſtand order, yea to pre- 
fer before it a popular equality, Which euer amongſt 
wiſe men hath accountedthe greateſt ine- 


—_— + 

| ſpeak not this to diſgrace the Prerbytery , it is a 
name of haly record , and therefore am I bound to 
mention it with hoxor : yer the power which now 
it exerciſeth, andplace which now it challengeth 


(Let me ſpeake trath without offence) as farre as cuer 
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1 could learneis ſomewhat our of &rd+r ; and alro- 
gether vaknowen vnto ancient times : if S. Auſt/91; 
ru'e be good,the gonernment of the Charch by Br- 
ſbops is X ſtolicall. For (ſa/th be ) whatſocucr hath 
brene in the Chrijtian Church in all times , and in all 
places, wniner ſal.y receined without comtradittion , us 


| Apoitolical. Such 1s the gouernment of the Church 


by Biſhops, in all places, in all rimesrecciued, ne- 
uer oppoſed , but by ſome few Hererikes which 
were condemned. Andleſt | ſhould bethought 
to contend about words; S.Paw/ tels vs in the per- 
ſon of Titus, What theſe Brſbeps were; Not modera- 
tors for a yeare,, bur particular men having the 
power of ordination and iariſdittion, comminted 
vatothem : For this canſe left 1 thee in Crete , that 
thou ſboaldeſt continue toredreſe the things which re- 
maine : there is 1uriſdif#ron : and ſhouldeſt ordaine 
Elders in cuery City : here i ordination. And 
whereas it is obieted that this power was giuen 
to one, propter defettum, torthat there was not as 
yet a body,or company to becapable of it : I an- 
[were that Panl ſent not Titus into Crete, as into a 
new found Lland, bur ({/+) him there; andthat 
he /cft him not there to (plant )a Churth, (for that 
was done. before) bur to redrefle ſome things, 
which did yetremaine.. There was therefore be- 
forethis timea body,or company: And yer it plea- 
ſed ther Apoſtle, ro put this powerinto one. I doe 
confefle that when Chryſo/tome was baniſhed, one 
artic'e qbiced againſt him. was this; thathe did | 
not aduiſe in. ſome weighty cauſes with. his Pre/- 


—_ 


4 


ee A. All. ee 


! <a... 


byters, | 


WB — 


" general Aſembiy at Glaſcee. " 


byters, "as hee ſhould have done. 'Here was then | 
| Eprſcopus cum Senitu. A Biſhop with his:Sexare : 
bur Senatus ſine # piſcopo , a Senate without 2 Bi- | 
ſbop; a- body without 2 head was nenevheard off, | 
till cheſe later dayes. Let thebody depend vpon 
the head, and we (Hall noe much diſlike it; for want 
of order, I remember what's. Paw! dowh {ay of him- | 
ſelfe, that hewas trowhled with 4 care far «ll the Chur- 2.Cor.11- 28, 
ther, Had this been ſpoken of S. Peter 5how would 
the Church of Rome have triumphed? $o fay weof | 
| Biſhops :tharwe haue all rimes and places, Texts 
| of Scripture, by 2 generall praftile, alwaies vnder- 
ſtood for the defence of Bſbops, And had the Preſ 
| brerie ſaevaclond ofwitnefſes; m the affeftation 
| of prrority, how highly would it advance the En- | 
/igne of honor ? But 1n compariſon of « Biſhop, muſt 
have leaue ro fay vnto jt, 25 Chrit ſwth wnto one, | 
thardid chooſerhe chieteſtplace: Friend gine this | take ty, 
man the roome,; be is more honourzble then thou. Tire 
conſent ofallChurehes inall times,together with 
the warrantiſeof Gods word, giues precedency in | 
1 | power, and in placeto the Bfbop,) Andhercis a 
ground for a good teſtimony of the zox/cremee';, 
wherefore the conſequent of an action tending to 
ſuch an end, will doubtlefſe be a foundanda $4 
ye : 
. Second'y, whar was eucreſicemed more fweer | 2 
| | then pegce? The 0r2:0y tels vs, thavthe very namie-! 
| | thereof is acer, it ſelfe much more : like the pre- 
cious 9xtmert vpon the head of Aarox, that raone || 
downevpon his beatd, andſtom his beard corthe | e033, 
D 3 «kirts.| 
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arefrantique men, that fall out withpeace, The 
old Gentiles loued her {o well, as that they made 
her a Gordeſſe:: And Tiberizs dedicated a Temple 
vnto her-in Moerit Palatine (28 We may reade in 
Sactonius.) When Salomon; Temple was a buil- 


'$kirts obhis elarhing. Pacem te poſermus omnes, They | 


ding; there was not aſtroke heard, nor the noyſe 
of a hammer. That King of peace, when he buil- 
ded a Temple for the God of peace, would hauc i c- 
uen in the doing, to acknowledge both the end 
and Author. (hppa iues a reaſon why the /ewes 
fo louingly did offer Sacrifice one for another; 
becauſe ( /ath he) they held themſclues to be tel- 
 lowes, hauing one Temple to one God,common 
ro all, being the common God of all, When 
| Chrift came intotheworld, his Angels did ling a 
ſong of peace : whiles he continucd in the world, he 
preached peace to men ; When he-went out of the 
world, he left his peace as a/egacy vnto his Charcb: 
In the prime age whercof, the Diſciples agreement 
and peace was fuch, asif there had beene but one 
Soule amongſt ther. - In the time of Tertalien (as 
himſelfe reporteth) this was the Romans obſerua- 
tion, which they made of the Chriitians, Vide t " 
inuicem diligunt Chriftrani. See how theſe Chriſti- 
ans doe louc one another; they knew themlelues 


bkewife to be fellow members, hauing'( Chri## 


ing the common head of all. - Our Keigion com- 
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Sh. 


a 


| Jeſus )one head, to one body, common gall, be- |! 


meth 4 Religendo, whereby (faith Nazianzene ) 
thoſe which belong vato God, arc made one with 


him : 


0—— m_ 


_ — 


*% —, 8: A ae DOxXx a 7 


el 


n 
n 
4 
c 
Cc 
; 


[4 
- 
$ 
e 


— 


| 


- [9] ſion of Gods people,is the deſtruQion of his Church. 
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*| of another, And yet behold, peace may rake vp 
- [3] that complaint that God once wade againit his peo- 


| 
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him: Thoſe which be ſonnes of the Spirit,become 
hot ia loue : Thoſe doe beare one anorthers bur- 
chens, which belong vato him, chat bare all our 
burthens. Let vs come lower vnto our ſclues, 
| Since the preaching of the Goel in this and 
wherein wee liue , wee haue beene &///edwith the 
kiſſes of peace. Our gourrnment hath beene peace, 
Sa/nation our walles, and praiſe our gates. Andas 
Tertullus doth to Felix inthe ſtory of the 4s; fo 
muſt we wholly acknowledgein all places, with 
all thanks to God,that we haue obtayned,and doe 
now eniey many excellent bleſſings by the means 
of peace. Were it not then beyond all meaſure 
monſtrous , that any ſhould be ſo tofſed with the 
rempeſt of deſires,as not to loue peace, ſoſweer in 
experience,and imbraced of all ? The Apoſtle com- 
mardeth vs to keepe the vnily of the Spirit , im the 
bond of peace , and as farreasit is poſhible rohaue 


Kſay 60.18, 


Afti 14. | 


Epbeſ. 4. 3, 
Rom, 12, 18, 


þ ace With all men. The P/a/mriſtwillerh'vs to feeke 
peace and to enſue it, VWe haue one God, one Go- 
ſpell, one King, one Continent. The diviſion of 
tongues, nas the conſuſion of Babel, - The dr#i{ion of 
x; wed is the d-4th of the Soule, The divition of 
minds, :3 the onerthrow of K:ngdomes.. The diui+ 


Ifwe bite one another, we ſhall beconſumed one 


ple 1+ acl. 1 baue nowr iſhed and brought vp chilaren, 
but they haucrebelledagaioſtme.M1ſebrenous ma? 


their 


contents Jeuored to ſeife love,& fetching the ioy of 
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2.54m.14.18, 
Plal.1 40. 2. 
Pſat.7.1 4. 


Pſal. 7.1 f, 


their Conſerente from a deceiptfull reftimany ; 1up- 
pe themſelues to be coldin Religiew yalell they 
het in fatt/on. Ando doe they lay about them, 
asif che 4/tar ſtood (till vpon Araunghs threihing 
floore.: Their ſtudy is to itirre vp ſfrrſe all the day 
long: Deffruttion andvohappnies isin their waics, 
| andthe way of peace they haue not knowen, They 
| trauaile with miſchicfe, and in their beds appoin- 
/ted forreſt, they plot how to be wrbulent , and ro 
bring forchtheirvngodlineſſe, Andſofar are they 
| from deſiring of peace betweene Church and Kirke, 
from maintaining of peace between man and man, 
as they want many times thatloue or inclination 
which ane Bret doth beareyato another. If one 
Sherpe be faing, the reſt will Kand berweeneir and 
the Sunnetillic beecomforted; if one [ogge bee 
hunted , the whole heard will muſer together to 
reuehge x. Iris reported of Bees, that «£grotente 
vne,lanmtantir ores. If one be ficke all are ſor- 
/ ds ca ſome Beaits are morekinde to mankinde, 
ſome men tothemſclucs. /» humane ſlorie we 
reade of grateful Lyons , of kinae Eagles , of truity 
Dogges, Qui thori pro Dominis , CF commori cum 
Daminis parath (as Ambroſe writeth.) 1» haly Bible 
we hnde that Elias was ſedde by Rawens; and that 
Daviel was not hurt amongſt 
| dteitandem humans malitie crudsitatemlaith Cy- 
prian, Anes paſewts ; fere pareunt ; bomines [eutunt. 
O hatefull cruchy , the Birds feede, the beaſts fa- 
uour; but ſuch is the rage of amil-informed con- 
ſcience as that one man will ſhew himſcife a wolfe 
vnto 


1 


ungry Lyons. Q |: 


YIEM 


XUM 


| wi mas vEa commenderh it , Scripture com- 
man 
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ſcience, will one day proue a florme. The Godof 
peace 
ſcience, that they, and we, and all, may ioyntly fin 


vnus ef apibus, Dux was oft Gregibus (faies Cypri- 
«s.)Among the Bees there is one Maſter,amongſt 
the locks of Sheepe one Belweather. The Cranes | 


hauc 097 IG or dine liter to ſequantur, 


Paſle we from »atwre of leſter force, and come we 
to Scripture of greater power. Zct eucery Sowle 
be ſubic& ro theaurboriry of higher powers (faith 
S. Paul) A peremptory propoſmtion , inforcedby 


hi 

= din 7 ire ws ens. 

ordeined. Thirdly, itis ſiw#e to diſobey them, for 

hee thar refiſterh auchority, reſiſteth Gods ordi-| Yerſes, 

nance, Fourthly, ludgements tewporall and eter- 2 
E nall 


vnto another. Theſe wherſocuer they be (7 charge 
not this plare)are the troublers of /frax,are thornes 
in our yes, andpricks in our /ider,diſmembring the 
body,and renting the coate of Chriſt, that ſame Tw- 
nice which was vnice , that coate withour Seame. 
Our of a falſe Teſtimony: perheps they may pro- 
miſe peace vato themſclues, yet (as Hierome ſa/th ) 
Trangquillit as ifta , tempeſtas ef}, their calme of con- 


giuevnto them a true eſtimory of their con- 

a ſweet ſong of peace together, and make vp afull 
conſort and har monie of heauenly toy. 

Thirdly, obcdience to our King is a duty moſt ne- 


it, Preſent danger pleaderh for it. Rex 


whom rhe reſt doe follow (as Hierome obſeracth.) 


nn 


Eſay 57. 21, | 


reaſons. Firſt, all powersare of God; the 
from the higheſt. Secondly , they bring 
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Lirke 20, 25, 
{ Jobn19, 11, 


Als 15. 
Jude 8. 


1 Peter 2.13. 
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nall doe accompany this ſinne : They that reſiſt, 
(hall receive to themfclues damnation . Fittly, 
Gouernwent is the meancs of our weale fe is the dt» 
niſter of God, for thy wealth. Wherefore we muſt 
needs obey 3 and obey; not only for feare of veu- 
2eance, but alſo. becauſe of conſerence. Our obedience 
15 acceptable to God, who enicqveth ie, & profitable 
to our ſelues, who enioy the good of government 
by it: And therefore neceſc#tate finis , & precepts, 
both in reſpe& of end, and of command, it is ne- 
ceflary we ſhould obey: Onur Sax/our Chrift, by his 
precept and by his praftife ſheweth that we ewe 
/ubieftion; howlocuer ſome would exempt them- 
lelues. Chriſt alter inſt aliter geſsit, (as S. Ber- 
nerd (peaketh; ) Hetavghtotherwiſe : Gize mts 
Ceſar that which is Caeſars: He wroughtotherwile: 


ftrate. His Apeſtles did treade in their Maſters ſteps: 
Paul appealed vnto Ceſar,and appeared beforeCe: 
ſor as his lawtull Gouernour:S./ude deteſted tbem 
as falle Prophets, who deſpiſed government, and 
{pake cuill ofthoſerhat were ineathority. S. Peter 
exhorteth all, ro ſubmicthemſcluesto all manner 
ofthe es; Kange, 
the Cbr/#jan faith: >Q how ate we boundthen to 
 honoura relrgrions; King; Which is a defendor of the 
| faith,ant 2 vurſing Father vnto.the rch of God? 


done, who commandeth for tbe 1ruth, & non tam 


ae 


= 


for be ſubmitted himſelfe vnto the: Roman Mags: | 


| ordingnee of man, for the Zordsſake.: In thedayes | 
and Govermasrs 4 Were wors |, 
ſhippersot Davels z and moſtcrue/ perſecutors of | 


How needtull athing is it, that his wil! hould be | | 
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de nobis quam 4 n0bis, and done, 1 ſay, not ſo muci 

(on vs) as {of vi? ) It we muſt yeeld to the froward, 

with what gladueſle of heart ſhould we expreſle 

our obedience tothe good and courteaus ? now as 

Scriptare preicribeth this z ſo doth drvger plead tor | 
it. Rex cit 11 medio Inimicorum. Though thouſands 
of faithfull Subie7s ſtand round aboathim, yet 
many a falle hearted Pap/#-prefſeth neare vnto 
him. The Proteſt.cnts are not mare ready to defend 
him thenthe Popiſb ſort, acc to write againſt him. 
Thonefadelabour nor more to preſctue, then the 
| other to arflutbe , and ourrtbrow his Kingdomes. 
Their bloudy pradtiſes, both at home and abroad ; 
hath ſtamped them for X:ng-Killers , and made 
them od-0:45 0 the world. Now my belourd, the Pres- 
'cherxels vs, that athree-fold corde is not exſily broken. 
Here is Nature, Scripture, Danger, to bindevs in 
| obedience. But alas theſe are like Sampſons cords, 
but as flaxe that is burnt with thefire, vato ſome 
hery aud ſurious ſpirits, Who when they are in 
ſtrongeſt oppoſtion to therr Krng, deem themſclues 


1 Peter 2.18, 


Eccleſiafh 4. 12. 
| 


Indges 15. 14. 


to bein acepe/t aewotion to their God:then moſt cou- 
ragious, when they are moſt faQtious : and ſtouteſt 
Champions tor Chriſt, when they moſt corend wit 
his annointed : ſcorning men of an obedignt mould, 


| aSif chey were but dull and drowſie fellofves. What? 

(my Brethren ) (hall nature call vponyvs; and Scrip- 
| ure command vs3 and (hall we ſtoppe our cares? 
(ball che King be next the fire : ( it is your owne 
phr:ſe,T bauelcarneditfromyour ſelues) and will 
youthruſt kimin ? will you giue himcauſero ſay 
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vnro you as Chr:#f ro his Apoſtles. Wi you alſo ſor- 
{ake me? Hath henot arabdle of rebelrow Poprit,s 


| him? Will you gainfay the godlieſt,the wiſeſt, the 
lowingeit King , that euer you enioyed? no; you 
will not, for howſocuer an erroniow conſcrence, 
| may make no canſcrence of difloyalrie , yet your holy 
Conſent in this pablique buſincſſe, declares your con- 
ſciences to be better informed. 

Foarthly, There is almoſt no greater {laverie 
then to yeeld Subredtion to the Pope, who is a Clog: 
maker for Conſcience : and whole rules, are Snares 
to the Sowles of men; who albeit he calles himſelfe 
the Serwant of the Seruants of God; yet, as '_ Auitin 
ſaich of gntrchriit, Let wi obſerne,ad quidwinit , non 
quid ſanet,vhat his deedes are, nut what are his 
words;and we ſhall inde bim , as /ob ſpeakerh of 
the Lewiathen, the K/ng of the children of pride; 
and therefore the Matter feruant of the ſern.unts of 
the Drnell, The power Which he now challengerh 
| is moſt extr vegan? ; they call him Dom num mon- 
tinm o& Dominun valliumghe Lord of the Moun- 
taines,and the Lordot the valleyes : and S. Peters 
; Keyes are ſo unproucd, as prſcatores hom:1r:u'mn are 
| become pr/eatores imperiorums, Fifhers of men, fi. 
(hers of Monarchi-s. That raffling Prieſt of Kome 
| dares now be bolde, cum Loombus , tanguam cum 
Aenis Luderegto deprive Kings of their States, to | 

diſcharge ſabiefis from their obedience, to incroch 
vpon Quarters, Which neyther belong ro Church, 
not Church-yard : (wimming in his Sex, with the 
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to withſtand him? but will his Prote#tants allo refilt 
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| bladders of 4mb:1:0n; drowning the Church in her 


| ownebloud,and nr alem , the Citie of 


| peace,into Acheldemache field of bloud, Will you 
| | =y 

| endure to heare what this man can do? He is able 
| eager a to pardon /anmes, and to retaine them at 


| his pleaſure, to binde and vnbind, toplay faſt and 


| 


loole like a /ug/er ; ro diſpence with an Oath, if 
neede require,and for ( a good childe ) at a pinch 
with Gods commandements, What can he nor 
| doc,if you will belceve bim ? Pleaſeth ir you ro 
| know what his Ha{iſbip hath done ? (ex vngae Le- 
| ovems, from a few thing eſteeme of the reſt ) Hee 
| madethe Emperor Fredericke to hold his f/rrep : 
| Ladowicke to take his Crowne and poſeons at his 
hands: Orho the fult, Henry the fifr,S:gi/monde,and 
Charles the firſt to kille his feete, Inuent aliguid 
1mfy 1 genus quo libertatem detruderet,as Seneca _ 
keth of Ca/:gu/a. He excommunicated Othothe 
fourth, Heary the fourth, Pbilip,and the Fredericks, 
firſt and ſecond. His Bales have come bellowing, 
and his Brewes a9 PRI. 5. $4 the perſon of alate 
Noble Queenc,and againlt the purpoſes uf our Royal 
King. V Vill you heare what he is > Heis the Sonze 
vpon the Earth,the Prince of the world, ( andfo is 


the Diucllco00) an /##/zerſall Biſ[bop, not a mecre 


man,but a God, hauing plen/tudinem poteitatis , tor 
theſe are t:t/es gin1en him by his Canonrits, Time 


—_ 
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will not ſuffer me, to deſcribe him as I would, E- 
nough hath becne ſpoken.to [hew you that Eng- 


liſb Miniſters are no Popiſb Prieſts , who hold him | 
no better then Meridian Demon {as Bernardcals 
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antichrift ) then that noowe Dixell, who from the 
hill ofprid:,hath decciued che world , blinded the 
| people, corrupted the faith, peruerted the Scrip- 
| kures,confounded Dinine and humane Lawes. And 
 yetbcholde once againe { my beloved) whither a 
: blinde zeale, ofa bad conſcience doth carry many 
| men? Arenotdiucrs as faſt ryed to this man of 
' Sinne as the care ofa Slave was wonr to be nayled 
' tothe threſhold of his Ma#er? If he faith come, 

they comezitigoe,hey o; ifpoyſon, if murther, 
| ifpraftiſe Treaſop , if ſtabbe Kings and Princes ,if 
| runnetothe Diu, they are ready for to doe it; 


9 wr the admirable force of Conſcremce : ve= 
| ns efl in vtranque pertem, which way foeuer it 
raketh, it is puiſlant and powerfull. If it be not 
| well ins te ,it preferreth perity before Order, 
| diſcord before peace, arſloyalty before obedience, flave- 
| re before freedome : and as itdealeth in thele , ſo 
| according to the teſtimony,true, or falſe, doth it 
make or marreall our a&tions, and fill vs with a 
rue or counterfeit /oy. Let ir be our care therfore 
| Ibeſeech you,now andeuer to looke vnto our te- 
| ſtimonies. Andthe God of wiſdome guid vs with 
his ſpirit, and giue vs knowledge in his word, that 
having our vnderſtandings illuminated, andour 
Conſcrences ſanCified , wee may doe thoſe things 
| which arep!cafing in his fight , that our hearts a- 


. . DO . . . . 
bounding wich true ioy in this life , we may enter 


into our Maſters ioy in thelife to come. Heare vs 


\ yeelding their abſolute obedience, without making | 
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deere Father , Godof all joy and comfort , euen for 
Chriftes ſake,to whom with thee and the bot 
Sprrit.be all praiſe power,and doms- 
xion now and for cuer, 
Aumnx. 


